
 2015 Annual Report

Celebrating

of Giving



  A Legacy of Giving Begins 4 The story of the Foundation’s origin

  Funding Priorities 6 The Foundation’s focus comes to life

  2015 Financial Overview 8 Giving milestones reached

  Working Together 10 The Foundation’s giving partnerships

  Making a Difference 20 Organizations supported this year

The primary focus of 
the J. J. Keller Foundation
is to provide funding to nonprofit community 

organizations, projects and programs in the 

greater Fox Valley that address the causes 

and consequences of poverty, in addition to 

specialty areas of interest, such as mental 

health. We take special pride in providing 

assistance for programs that might otherwise 

fall through the cracks.

Inside the Foundation

32



A Legacy of Giving Begins

Community Foundation for the Fox Valley Region – had provided 
over $17 million in funds to the community. And that was just the 
beginning of their giving legacy.

The settlement of the Kellers’ personal estate – valued at $80 
million at the time – was given to the J. J. Keller Foundation, Inc. 
That influx of money required the Board of Directors to embrace 
a more formalized structure, and in 2008, they made several 
significant moves to strengthen the organization. Among them, the 
Foundation’s first executive director was hired, an online grant 
application system was implemented and a matching gifts program 
for employees of J. J. Keller & Associates, Inc. – the company Jack 
founded – was unveiled. 

The giving spirit of Jack and Ethel is perpetuated by three generations 
of their family members. The Foundation Board of Directors is 
composed of their sons, Robert and James Keller, and grandchildren 
Marne Keller-Krikava and Brian Keller. Other immediate family 
members are engaged in such philanthropic activities as serving on 
funding committees and doing site visits to nonprofits.

Foundation Board of Directors and Staff
Clockwise from top:  
Marne Keller-Krikava, Secretary 
Mary Harp-Jirschele, Executive Director 
Brian Keller, Director 
James Keller, Vice President and Treasurer
Robert Keller, President

A Quarter Century of Giving
For 25 years, nonprofit organizations in the 
greater Fox Valley region of northeastern 
Wisconsin have benefited from the 
philanthropic efforts of the J. J. Keller family. 
That quarter century of giving has resulted in 
nearly $50 million being distributed, thanks 
to the generosity of three generations of 
Keller family members.

John J. “Jack” Keller enjoyed a very 
successful 50-year career in the publishing 
business, and his solid personal investment 
strategy provided the financial means to 
consider philanthropic opportunities. But 
the establishment of the family foundation 
had a very simple and personal origin: Jack 
was stymied by what to present to his wife 
Ethel on her 70th birthday. Knowing that throughout her lifetime 
she was best known for her giving heart, he finally settled on the 
formation of a family foundation. It would allow them a way to work 
together to give back to the community in which they lived, worked 
and played for their entire lives. She was thrilled, and for years the 
two reveled in their philanthropic work. Hundreds of nonprofit 

causes benefited from that very special gift.

Following Ethel’s unexpected death in 2004, 
Jack carried on his family’s benevolent activities, 
involving a growing number of family members. 
As of Jack’s death in 2007, the Foundation – along 
with another fund the family had set up at the 

Ethel Courtois and Jack Keller 
before their 1944 wedding

Jack and Ethel Keller in the downtown 
office of J. J. Keller & Associates, 1982

“ Life is about give and take 
– and always give more 
than you take.”
 Ethel D. Keller
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Focused Mission = High Impact
The J. J. Keller Foundation’s primary mission is to support programs 
and organizations that address the causes and consequences of 
poverty. Mental health is another area of interest to the family, and 
they are proud of the impact they’ve made on mental health programs 
and organizations. For maximum impact, the family focuses the 
vast majority of its funding on their hometown area of Northeastern 
Wisconsin, specifically the Fox Valley region spanning Oshkosh, 
Appleton and Green Bay.

The J. J. Keller Foundation is a private, independent family foundation 
rather than a corporate fund. It is a separate entity from J. J. Keller 
& Associates, Inc., although associates of the company are invited to 
participate in charitable Foundation endeavors such as a matching 
gifts program, Habitat for Humanity home builds, Catalpa Health’s 
“Race for a Reason” and other benevolent work in the community.

Application Process
Grant requests from 501(c)(3) organizations in the Appleton and 
Oshkosh area are accepted at any time. Only online applications are 
accepted, and the form can be found at www.jjkellerfoundation.org. 
Grant requests from the Green Bay area are screened by the Greater 
Green Bay Community Foundation, and inquiries can be directed to 
www.ggbcf.org. All grant requests of $15,000 and less are reviewed 
monthly. Larger grant requests are reviewed at quarterly Foundation 
board meetings.

Other Funding Channels
In addition to the private J. J. Keller Foundation, the Keller family 
maintains donor-advised funds at the Community Foundation for the 
Fox Valley Region, the Greater Green Bay Community Foundation, 
and the Oshkosh Area Community Foundation. The intent of the 
donor-advised funds is similar to the family foundation: to address 
critical programs in Northeastern Wisconsin dealing with the root 
causes of poverty. These funding sources are used when the grants will 
require extensive, ongoing administrative oversight and reporting; 
when funds are pooled for special projects and initiatives; for 
community benefit-type projects; and when the family wishes to make 
an anonymous gift. 

More than $19.7 million has been distributed from these funds over 
the years: $18.7 million since 1995 from the Community Foundation 
for the Fox Valley Region; $782,425 since 2007 from the Oshkosh 
Area Community Foundation, and $292,776 since 2012 from the 
Greater Green Bay Community Foundation.

The Kellers also initiated the Keller Adaptive Equipment Needs 
Fund at the Community Foundation for the Fox Valley Region to 
assist needy families whose children require special equipment for 
their medical needs. Since 2001, thousands of dollars have been 
distributed for items such as specialized strollers, indoor and outdoor 
play equipment, adaptive computer keyboards and specialized 
bathroom equipment. This program is administered with the help 
of occupational and physical therapists at Affinity Health System, 
ThedaCare and Children’s Hospital-Fox Valley.

Funding Priorities

“What we do for ourselves dies with 
us. What we do for others and the 
world remains and is immortal.”
 Albert Pike 
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2015 Financial Overview

2015 Giving Highlights
From 1990–2008, combined giving from 
the various funds totaled $20 million. 
And that’s when things began to pick 
up steam. By February 2010, the $25 
million mark was reached with a grant 
to LEAVEN. The family celebrated this 
achievement by giving its first $25,000 
“Milestone Grant” to LEAVEN. In July 
2011, the $30 million milestone was 
reached when a grant was made to the 
Oshkosh Area Community Pantry, and 
in honor of the milestone, the Pantry 
received an additional $30,000 Milestone 
Grant. A tradition of celebrating 
significant financial milestones was set, 

and in December 2012, the Fox Valley 
Literacy Council received a $35,000 
Milestone Grant when the $35 million 
mark was hit. In April 2014, total Keller 
giving reached $40 million, and Feeding 
America Eastern Wisconsin received the 
$40,000 Milestone Grant. 

True to its mission, most of the  
$4.1 million distributed through the 
Foundation in 2015 was dedicated to 
meeting basic human needs, including 
mental health, as was the $217,204 
distributed through the Keller donor-
advised funds at the Community 
Foundations.

The legacy of giving begun by Jack and Ethel Keller in 1990 continues today through four distinct 
distribution sources:
• J. J. Keller Foundation
•  John J. & Ethel D. Keller Donor Advised Fund at the Community Foundation for the Fox Valley Region
•  J. J. Keller Foundation Donor Advised Fund at the Greater Green Bay Community Foundation
•  J. J. Keller Foundation Donor Advised Fund at the Oshkosh Area Community Foundation

“Giving is true having.”
 Charles Spurgeon

2015 Community Foundation for the Fox Valley Region

Fox Valley Region

Oshkosh Region

JJK Foundation JJK Foundation & Community Foundations

Green Bay Region

Basic Needs $45,000 
Education, Training & Development $15,000
Public Affairs/Community Benefit $3,000

2015 J. J. Keller Foundation

Fox Valley Region

Oshkosh Region

JJK Foundation JJK Foundation & Community Foundations

Green Bay Region

Basic Needs $3,618,601 
Other $400,950 
Education, Training & Development $72,590 
Associate Matching Gifts $33,483

2015 J. J. Keller Foundation & Community Foundations

Fox Valley Region

Oshkosh Region

JJK Foundation JJK Foundation & Community Foundations

Green Bay Region

Basic Needs $3,796,377 
Other $400,950 
Education, Training & Development $87,590 
Associate Matching Gifts $33,483
Public Affairs/Community Benefit $24,428

2015 Oshkosh Area Community Foundation

Fox Valley Region

Oshkosh Region

JJK Foundation JJK Foundation & Community Foundations

Green Bay Region

Basic Needs $38,500 
Public Affairs/Community Benefit $21,428

2015 Greater Green Bay Community Foundation

Fox Valley Region

Oshkosh Region

JJK Foundation JJK Foundation & Community Foundations

Green Bay Region

Basic Needs $94,276

J. J. Keller Foundation

Key Milestones of Giving

1991
$7,293.40

2005
$10,000,000

2008
$20,000,000

2011
$30,000,000

2014
$40,000,000

2001
$5,000,000

2007
$15,000,000

2010
$25,000,000

2012
$35,000,000

2015
$45,000,000
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Although the J. J. Keller Foundation is a separate entity from J. 
J. Keller & Associates, Inc., a variety of opportunities have been 
developed over the years to allow the two to work together to benefit 
the community. From small efforts like Christmas giving projects to 
large-scale programs that consume hundreds of hours of corporate 
time, the result is always the same – the Fox Valley is a better place 
because of the presence of the Foundation and the company. 

Habitat Commitment Continues to Build
The Keller family has long had a soft spot in its heart for Habitat for 
Humanity. The Greater Fox Cities Area Habitat affiliate has benefited 
significantly from the gifts of time, talent and treasure by the Keller 
family and by associates of the company.

In 2015, this commitment and generosity led to the construction of 
the 12th home funded entirely by the Kellers, this time in Neenah. 
The Foundation also partnered with other funders for the 10th time in 
2015, contributing to the 200th home built by the Fox Cities Habitat. 
The Sierra family cut the ribbon on their new home just in time for 
Christmas, to the delight of their two small children. 

The Keller family is the largest funder of the Fox Cities Habitat 
affiliate, having invested more than $1.5 million in the organization, 
mostly on home builds. The Foundation also funds Habitat for 
Humanity of Oshkosh and Green Bay. In total, more than $1.7 million 
in funds from the family foundation and the John J. and Ethel D. 
Keller Donor Advised Fund at the Community Foundation 
for the Fox Valley Region has been designated for 
this important work over the years.

A Creative Way to Fund Poverty Efforts
When it comes to funding poverty-related efforts in the Fox Valley, 
the family names “Keller” and “Schmidt” are at the top of the list. 
The two families have their roots in the Fox Cities, both having 
founded very successful family businesses in the area. For many 
years they admired each other’s philanthropic work from afar, but 
in 2008 they initiated a funding collaboration that has become a 
difference-maker throughout the Green Bay-Fox Valley-Oshkosh 
region. The Basic Needs Giving Partnership started by the Schmidts 
and Kellers has grown to include other funders and nonprofit 
organizations passionate about fighting poverty-related causes in 
Northeast Wisconsin.

Over the past 30 years, the Schmidt family has raised funds for 
basic human needs via the U.S. Venture Open. It is one of the 
largest and most successful one-day golf fundraisers in the country, 
featuring guest appearances by the likes of pro golfers Arnold 
Palmer and Nancy Lopez, Green Bay Packers player Donald Driver 
and Baseball Hall of Famer Hank Aaron. Proceeds funnel into the 
U.S. Venture Fund for Basic Needs at the Community Foundation 
for the Fox Valley Region, the Greater Green Bay Community 
Foundation and the Oshkosh Area Community Foundation. Over 
the past eight years, the Kellers have given $5.9 million in matching 
grants distributed by the Partnership. Funding is earmarked for 
collaborative efforts that offer creative solutions to fighting poverty 
at its roots – helping people living in Northeastern Wisconsin gain 
self-sufficiency.

The 2015 outing saw a record $3.57 million raised at the unique  
event played on six local golf courses. The evening banquet for  
900+ people was held in a specially constructed outdoor tent and 
featured former coach Bo Ryan of the University of Wisconsin 
Badgers basketball team. 

Since 1986, the U.S. Venture Open Fund for Basic Needs and the 
Basic Needs Giving Partnership have given $16.9 million in grants 
to fight the root causes of poverty in Northeastern Wisconsin. The 
Kellers are very proud of their relationship with the Schmidt family, 
founders of U.S. Venture, as they partner on this important effort.

BUILDING HOUSES.  CHANGING LIVES.

Working Together
“ The proper aim of giving is to put the recipients 

in a state where they no longer need our gifts.”
 C. S. Lewis

Helping hands and hearts combine 
to make the dream of home 

ownership come true for families 
through Habitat for Humanity.

John Weyenberg of Habitat joins  
Mary Harp-Jirschele (far left) and  
Marne Keller-Krikava at the Habitat 
display at J. J. Keller & Associates.  
The Sierra family plaque (above) was 
the most-recent addition to the wall.
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Working Together – continued

Catalpa Health — A Dream Come True
The late Ethel D. Keller was an early supporter of the effort to 
better serve Fox Valley children with mental health needs. She and 
granddaughter Marne Keller-Krikava championed the cause together 
until Ethel’s unexpected death in 2004, when Marne took the lead. The 
Keller family saw Ethel’s dream come true when Fox Valley Children’s 
Mental Health Center opened its doors on the Goodwill Industries 
campus in Menasha. The Center eventually morphed into a much 
larger operation on multiple sites now known as Catalpa Health.

Catalpa Health is dedicated to helping children and families improve 
their mental health and wellness. To that end, Catalpa focuses on: 
providing better access for families and children needing mental health 
services; collaborating with community care partners to coordinate that 
care; building and expanding on partnerships to foster better outcomes; 
delivering “upstream solutions” for prevention; and breaking down 
barriers and stigmas that surround mental health.

Since opening, Catalpa Health has served more than 19,000 individual 
patients and had more than 95,000 patient visits, far exceeding 
expectations. A new Access Center was opened in April 2014 to reduce 
patient wait times, provide case management, and create personalized 
care plans. That development doubled the size of the provider and 
support staff from 27 employees to 80, without increasing overall 
operating losses. Best of all, crisis appointments are now provided 
within 24 hours, and wait times for initial assessments and mental 
health therapy have been reduced from 54 days to fewer than  
5 business days. 

Catalpa Health is unique in many ways, the most significant being its 
governing structure. In 2008, the Kellers committed $625,000 to the 
massive fundraising effort that brought three separate 
and competing health systems together – Affinity Health 
System, Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin and ThedaCare. 
Each contributed $100,000 to the new initiative. The 
renowned Robert Wood Johnson Foundation put its 
stamp of approval on the project with a $500,000 gift. 
Since that time, Keller family contributions to the 
organization have totaled nearly $2 million.

To help build financial support from the community for Catalpa 
Health, the Kellers became the founding sponsor of “Race for a 
Reason,” a unique annual fundraising event patterned after the 
Grand Prix auto race. Local businesses sponsor mini race cars and 
recruit their employees to participate in the race. The 2015 event 
produced the feel of a big-time race, as Wisconsin International 
Raceway served as the host site. Customized race cars were manned 
by teams sporting colorful uniforms, and hundreds of race fans 
filled the Raceway stands, all for a great “reason” – the families and 
children served by Catalpa Health.

Over the past four years, the race has grossed $648,061 in revenue 
and provided $445,045 in net income to support Catalpa Health’s 
mission-focused programs and services. In 2015, 19 teams 
participated and $128,842 was raised. Mission moments,  
including testimonials from Catalpa Health patients and 
parents, were intermixed throughout the day to raise more 
awareness about the program.

“ If there be any truer measure of 
a man than by what he does, it 
must be by what he gives.” 
  Robert South

The J. J. Keller teams are proud of their 
commitment to “Race for a Reason.” 

Various work groups raised more than 
$10,000 for Catalpa Health.

There was fun for young and old 
alike at the 2015 Race for a Reason. 1312



Food Pantries Benefit from Annual Campaign
When the J. J. Keller Foundation began partnering with The Post-
Crescent newspaper to “Stock the Shelves” of local food pantries in 
2009, no one could have predicted how the program would grow 
to provide millions in funding in a much broader region over the 
years. The community-wide fundraising campaign has extended well 
beyond the Fox Valley to other Gannett Wisconsin Media markets, 
and the Foundation has extended its matching dollars to the Green 
Bay and Oshkosh markets as well as the Fox Valley.

The 2015 holiday effort to raise money for the purchase of food 
for pantries and food programs raised $270,000 in the Fox Valley; 
$122,000 in Green Bay; $60,000 in Oshkosh; and a grand total of 
nearly $720,000 throughout the Gannett Wisconsin Media markets. 
Since the program went statewide 7 years ago, almost $4 million has 
been raised. In addition to the J. J. Keller Foundation, other matching 
gift sponsors of Stock the Shelves include U.S. Venture and the Fox 
Cities Chapter of Credit Unions. 

Give Camp Gives Fox Cities Housing Coalition  
a New Website 
With more than 350 people homeless each night in the Fox 
Cities, the Fox Cities Housing Coalition’s (FCHC) mission 
to assist the homeless and those at risk is a crucial one. 
That’s why the J. J. Keller Foundation, in partnership with  
J. J. Keller & Associates, Inc., chose the coalition for the 
first-ever Give Camp.

During this weekend technology event, J. J. Keller 
developers, quality assurance analysts, project managers, 
web designers and marketing professionals worked 
feverishly to completely revamp FCHC’s website at  
www.fchc.net, giving it improved functionality and an 
updated look. The new website serves as the go-to place for 
housing and related services for low-income and homeless 
individuals and families. And it helps the agency better 
educate the community on homelessness.

Working Together – continued

“ Unless someone like you cares a whole awful 
lot, nothing is going to get better. It’s not.” 
  Dr. Seuss 

J. J. Keller technology associates 
shared their time and talents to 
benefit the Fox Cities Housing 
Coalition at Give Camp 2015.

J. J. Keller Foundation partnered with Feeding America Eastern Wisconsin 
to kick off the 2015 Stock the Shelves campaign with a massive  

mobile food pantry in the parking lot of The Post-Crescent in Appleton.
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25 Years and Going Strong
The J. J. Keller Foundation is in its 25th anniversary year, having 
been incorporated on October 22, 1990. What started small – with 
grants totaling $7,293 in that first year – has evolved into one of the 
largest private family foundations in the state, distributing more  
than $4 million in 2015 and a total of nearly $50 million over the 
quarter century. 

A look through the Foundation’s archives shows that it was originally 
called the Keller Foundation Ltd. The family broadened their 
philanthropic distribution channels over the years, establishing the 
John J. and Ethel D. Keller Donor Advised Fund at the Community 
Foundation for the Fox Valley Region, and the J. J. Keller Foundation 
Donor Advised Funds at the Oshkosh Area Community Foundation 
and the Greater Green Bay Community Foundation. 

As Jack and Ethel did their philanthropic work in the community, 
they were known for doing site visits to the nonprofits they funded, 
whether the money was given through their own Foundation or the 
Community Foundation. Often they were seen out and about at 
organizations, projects and programs that positively impacted the 

Fox Valley community. More than anything, they had a 
soft spot for “basic human needs” such as food, shelter and 
clothing, and had a special concern for the homeless and 
disadvantaged, the elderly and children/youth. 

Following Ethel’s unexpected death in 2004, Jack carried 
on his family’s benevolent activities, involving a growing 
number of family members. By the time he died in 2007, 
the Foundation – along with the donor-advised fund at 
the Community Foundation for the Fox Valley Region 

– had provided more than $17 million in funds to 
the community. And that was just the beginning 
of their giving legacy. 

A number of local nonprofit organizations and funding partners 
offered their praise of the Keller family in honor of the milestone: 

“Jack and Ethel Keller never forgot their humble beginnings despite 
incredible business successes. Their generosity and love touched us 
all. Their family continues their legacies today, helping thousands of 
people each and every year. The Keller philanthropy is one reason 
why the Fox Valley is known for its care and generosity.” 

  Curt Detjen, President/CEO,  
Community Foundation for the Fox Valley Region

“The Foundation has such a huge capacity for generosity and 
compassion. It’s a commitment to giving that has reached deep into 
the community, inspiring hope and transforming lives. But the work 
has been about so much more than a check. Through J. J. Keller’s 
leadership and investment, there’s a strong and interconnected 
network of nonprofits who have the strength, leadership, innovation 
and vision to tackle the most stubborn and painful community 
issues. Because of J. J. Keller Foundation, the Fox Valley is not only 
a better place to live, but a true model of collaboration.” 

  Patti Habeck, Executive Vice President,  
Feeding America Eastern Wisconsin

“Eight years ago, the Schmidt and Keller families formalized their 
long-standing alliance of being uniquely generous to the Fox Valley 
region. The Basic Needs Giving Partnership has been a model of 
innovation, creativity and collaboration. It has pushed nonprofits to 
work together better, deliver services more effectively and efficiently, 
and to truly dig deep to attack the root causes of poverty. The Keller 
family has always been incredibly generous, but it is their acumen, 
vision and willingness to partner that lifts them above simply being 
philanthropists to being more transformers of this community. They 
have truly been the pioneers of driving change and challenging others 
to give back and be generous.” 

 John Schmidt, President, CEO at U.S. Venture

Working Together – continued

“ There is no better exercise for your heart than 
reaching down and helping to lift someone up.” 
  Bernard Meltzer
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“The J. J. Keller Foundation has been part of 22 homes built by Habitat 
for Humanity. When I left our last home dedication, I realized that 
was the equivalent of every home I passed in the two block walk back 
to my car. They didn’t just help us build a home, they have helped us 
build a community.” 

  John Weyenberg, Executive Director/President,  
Greater Fox Cities Habitat for Humanity

“When I think of the word ‘foundation,’ I think of an infrastructure 
that provides support. But the J. J. Keller Foundation is so much 
more than that. They are truly a springboard for innovation and 
collaboration, and an agent for change in our community. The 
programs the Foundation supports transform lives and the 
partnerships they help to forge create solutions. They have led the 
way for us to think more toward a mindset of social innovation, and 
toward a goal of not just managing social problems, but solving them. 
Catalpa Health proudly considers the Foundation a founder and 
trusted partner in our mission to improve the mental health and well-
being of kids and families in our community.” 

 Lisa Kogan-Praska, President and CEO of Catalpa Health

“The J. J. Keller Foundation has been an amazing advocate and 
supporter of the needs of the least fortunate in our region for 25 years. 

“They have been in the forefront of helping organizations and people 
find avenues out of poverty by not only providing funding but by 
providing tools and education to truly move low-income individuals 
and families to self-sufficiency. Their foresight for how they give, how 
they work in concert with others, as well as their generosity, are models 
for us all.” 

  David Pamperin, President & CEO, 
Greater Green Bay Community Foundation

“The Keller Foundation and Keller family members have been true 
partners in achieving our mission. They’ve helped us change lives, 
and make the community stronger. They’ve made it possible for a 
wonderful dental bus to serve our members in our parking lot, and 
now are part of a new initiative to bring mental health counseling 
into our building for our members who will benefit from this help. 
The Keller family backs what they believe in. They are a great model 
for other family foundations to follow in doing things right.” 

  Marc Dosogne, CEO, Boys & Girls Club of Oshkosh

“We are eternally grateful for the constant support and 
encouragement received from the Foundation. Their dedication  
and commitment to the community sets an excellent example for 
many to follow. There are countless projects, programs and events 
that could not have taken place without their help.” 

  Karlene Grabner, Women’s Fund Executive Director,  
Oshkosh Area Community Foundation

“The Foundation is a leader in helping our community tackle the 
complex and multi-generational issues surrounding homelessness 
and poverty. They are committed to helping organizations like 
Riverview Gardens and COTS provide for basic human needs and 
preserve the dignity of our most vulnerable community members. 
This commitment allows us to ask ‘What else can we do to create a 
better and healthier community for all?” 

  Cindy Sahotsky, Executive Director/President,  
Riverview Gardens, and Executive Director, COTS

Working Together – continued

“ The thrill of taking lasts a day.  
The thrill of giving lasts a lifetime.” 
  Joan F. Marques
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Making a Difference
“ How lovely to think that no one need wait a moment; 

we can start now, start slowly changing the world!”
 Anne Frank

J. J. Keller Foundation Grants Impacting Our Community
The J. J. Keller Foundation is proud to have supported numerous local 
organizations in 2015. As one of the largest private funders in the area, the impact 
of Keller funding is tremendous. (Note that discretionary gifts are not included 
in this listing, nor are grants made through Keller funds at the local Community 
Foundations.)  

Recipients of J. J. Keller Foundation funding in 2015 include:
Agape of Appleton
Alternative Center for Education
American Association of University Women
American Red Cross East Central Wisconsin
Angel Reach
Best Friends of Neenah Menasha
Big Brothers & Sisters of the Fox Valley Region
Boy Scouts of America Bay Lakes Council
Boys & Girls Brigade Association
Boys & Girls Clubs Fox Valley
Boys & Girls Club of Oshkosh
CAP Services
CASA of the Fox Cities
Catalpa Health
CHAPS Academy
Child Care Resource and Referral
Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin Foundation
Christine Ann Domestic Abuse Services
Clarity Care
Community Benefit Tree
Community Clothes Closet
Community Foundation for the 
Fox Valley Region

COTS
Day By Day Warming Shelter
Evangel Ministries
Families of Children With Cancer
Family Services of Northeast Wisconsin
Feeding America Eastern Wisconsin
FISC 
Fox Valley Literacy Council
Fox Valley Technical College Foundation
Fox Valley Warming Shelter
Friendship Place

Girl Scouts of the Northwestern Great Lakes
Greater Fox Cities Area Habitat for Humanity 
Greater Green Bay Community Foundation
Growing Oshkosh
Harbor House Domestic Abuse Programs
Homeless Connections
Housing Partnership of the Fox Cities
LEAVEN
Loaves & Fishes of the Fox Valley
Make-A-Wish Foundation of Wisconsin
Mercy Health Foundation/Living Healthy 
Community Clinic 

NAMI Fox Valley
Neenah Animal Shelter
NEW Mental Health Connection
Nova Counseling Services
Oshkosh Area Community Foundation
Oshkosh Area Community Pantry
Oshkosh Area Humane Society
Partnership Community Health Center
Quarry Quest
Rawhide
Rebuilding Together – Fox Valley
Riverview Gardens
Salvation Army Wisconsin & Upper Michigan
Samaritan Counseling Center of the Fox Valley
Sexual Assault Crisis Center – Fox Cities
SOAR Fox Cities
Solutions Recovery
St. Joseph Food Program
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
St. Paul Elder Services
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
STEP Industries

Recipients continued:
The Building for Kids
Tri-County Community Dental Clinic
United Way Fox Cities
University of Wisconsin – Fox Valley 

Foundation
University of Wisconsin Hospitals and 
Clinics Authority

Winnebago County Literacy Council
WisconSibs
Wisconsin Association for Home and 

Community Education
Women in Trucking Foundation Association
Wounded Warrior Project 
Youth Go

Partnering Through Challenge Grants
Over the past eight years, the J. J. Keller Foundation has become known for providing 
challenge grants to select nonprofits. Challenge grants provide organizations with an 
opportunity to develop a “double your donation” fundraising campaign. For every dollar 
raised, up to an agreed-upon amount, the Foundation will donate a dollar to the campaign. 
More importantly, challenge grants help extend the organization’s reach to new donors, 
building the donor base and strengthening the nonprofit’s financial sustainability. Nonprofits 
constantly comment, “Our donors love matching funds,” and the proof is seen in that 100% 
of the organizations met their challenges in 2015. The result was a win-win-win – for the 
donors whose gifts were matched, for the nonprofits that benefited from the funds, and for 
those who receive their services. 

Challenge Grants completed in 2015 included:
Boys & Girls Clubs of the Fox Valley – Center for Grieving Children - $5,000
CHAPS Academy - $50,000 
Community Foundation for the Fox Valley Region – Dollars for Diapers - $5,000
Community Foundation for the Fox Valley Region – Stock the Shelves - $35,000
Greater Green Bay Community Foundation – Stock the Shelves - $15,000
Harbor House Domestic Abuse Programs - $25,000
Homeless Connections - $25,000
Housing Partnership of the Fox Cities - $25,000 
NAMI Fox Valley - $50,000
The Salvation Army – Fox Cities – Red Kettle Campaign - $25,000
The Salvation Army – Oshkosh – Red Kettle Campaign - $10,000
STEP Industries - $10,000
Winnebago County Literacy Council - $5,000
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Organizations that benefited from the J. J. Keller Foundation Associate Matching Gifts Program in 2015 included:
1776 American Dream
Alzheimer’s Association
American Black Belt Academy
American Cancer Society
American Heart Association
American Wheelchair Bowling Association
Avon Products Foundation
Big Brothers & Sisters of the Fox Valley Region 
Boys & Girls Brigade Association
Boys & Girls Clubs Fox Valley
Brandon Thielke Foundation
CHAPS Academy
Children’s Miracle Network
Child’s Play
Clarity Care
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation
Day By Day Warming Shelter
Evangel Ministries
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Families of Children With Cancer
Feed My Starving Children
Feeding America Eastern Wisconsin
Food for the Poor
Fox Cities Greenways
Fox Valley Symphony Orchestra Association
Fox Valley Warming Shelter
Friends of the Neenah Public Library
Friends of the Winneconne Public Library
Friends of Wisconsin Public Television
Friendship Place
Girl Scouts of the Northwestern Great Lakes
Goodwill Industries of North Central Wisconsin
Habitat for Humanity International
Homeless Connections
Hortonville Community Food Pantry
Immune Deficiency Foundation
Incourage Community Foundation
JDRF International – New York City Chapter

2015 Associate Matching Gifts Program Breaks Records
The Foundation not only partners with J. J. Keller & Associates on events and 
projects such as Habitat for Humanity builds and Salvation Army red kettle 
bell ringing, but the J. J. Keller Foundation Associate Matching Gifts Program 
also supplements J. J. Keller associate giving with Foundation resources. The 
matching gifts program encourages personal philanthropy by enhancing 
contributions made to 501(c)(3) public charities in order to improve the quality 
of life in the communities in which associates live, work and play. 

For the first time in the 8-year history of the J. J. Keller Foundation Matching 
Gifts Program, more than $70,000 was donated to nonprofits by J. J. Keller 
associates and the Foundation. 

Associate donations to nonprofit organizations continued to climb in 2015, 
hitting a record $37,308.01. The Foundation matched $33,483.01 of that 
amount, also a record. A total of 93 associates participated in the program, and 
73 different nonprofits benefited from their generosity. In all, 127 matching 
gift requests were processed (some nonprofits received more than one 
match). These gifts are completely associate-directed and are not confined to 
organizations in Northeastern Wisconsin.

Jennifer Altmann, a long-time participant in the matching gifts programs 
says, “It’s an easy way to multiply the monetary gifts I already make to my 
favorite causes. I feel proud to be part of an organization that cares so much 
for local and national causes that are making a huge impact on the health 
and lives of people in our communities.”

Another associate, Karen Mauritz, says that “Charitable organizations 
that are near and dear to our hearts can receive an ‘extra boost’ in funding 
that their programs so desperately need. It also encourages us to give to 
organizations throughout the year as the need for funding is a year-round 
necessity. Our dollars and the matching gifts help us show others that they 
are not alone in their struggles, and the programs they utilize are funded by 
people who truly care about the welfare of others.”

In 2015, the Foundation increased the maximum per-associate gift from $500 
to $1,000, and 18 associates hit the max. In addition, for the first time, the 
Foundation exceeded its $30,000 budget for the program and the Board of 
Directors approved an increase to $50,000 for this and future years.

Making a Difference – continued

“ It’s not how much we give 
but how much love we put 

into giving.”
 Mother Teresa

JDRF International – Northeast Wisconsin
Labor of Love
Lakeshore Communications
Lupus Foundation of America WI Chapter
Make-A-Wish Foundation of Wisconsin
March of Dimes Foundation
Midwest Athletes Against Childhood Cancer
Mitrata-Nepal Foundation for Children
NAMI Fox Valley
National Multiple Sclerosis Society
Nature Conservancy
Neenah High School Boys Track Booster Club
Neenah Historical Society
Neverthirst
New Community Shelter
Northeast Wisconsin Land Trust
Oshkosh Area Community Pantry
Oshkosh Area Humane Society
Oshkosh Festivals
Party0 Inc.
Peace is the Goal
Police Unity Tour
Ronald McDonald House Charities
Salvation Army Wisconsin & Upper Michigan
St. Baldrick’s Foundation
St. Joseph Food Program
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
STEP Industries
The Down Syndrome Association 

of Wisconsin Fox Cities
University of Wisconsin – Fox Valley Foundation
Villalobos Rescue Center Pets in the Hood
Wisconsin Public Radio Association
Wisconsin Right to Life Education Fund
Women In Trucking Association Foundation
Young Men’s Christian Association
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great oaks grow.”
“From small acorns,
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